From birth the abdomen had appeared abnormally large. At the age of 2 she had a moderately severe bout of jaundice, which after an acute phase of two weeks had persisted in a slight degree ever since.
In February 1939 she had three severe haematemeses in a period of twelve hours. Subsequent to this she gradually put on weight and appeared quite well on a normal diet until November 1939, when she had three further haematemeses in a period of thirty-six hours. The vomit consisted of changed blood on all occasions. After admission to hospital she improved until the week after Christmas, when she had three further haematemeses.
Bowels usually required aperients. The motions towards the end of last summer were very dark.
Family history.-Mother has mild diabetes. Father gave history of peptic ulcer. On examination. Several carious teeth. Abdomen distended. Fluid thrill. Enlarged spleen and liver. No enlarged glands felt anywhere in the body. Temperature and pulse have been normal except immediately after the hmatemeses.
Urine showed no trace of bile.
